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The Chaplains Corner 

Who Gets the Credit? 

It has been said and often repeated that, "One man and 

God is a majority."  This is true, since God alone is a 

majority.  God has never needed great numbers to 

accomplish His purpose.  Consider the story of Gideon as 

told in book of Judges, chapters six through eight. 

 

The land of Israel was being oppressed by great hordes of 

Midianites and Amalekites.  Under God's direction, 

Gideon sent out a call to arms throughout Israel, but only 

32,000 responded.  God told Gideon that it was too 

many, and the number was reduced to 10,000.  Again, 

God said it was too many and ultimately reduced Gideon's force to a mere 300 men.  Gideon 

and his small band were victorious,  and the vast army of the oppressors were totally destroyed. 

 

The point is, that without God 32,000 Israelite soldiers would not have been nearly enough.  

But with God, 300 was plenty.  The reason for God's reduction of Gideon's army is explained in 

verse 2 of chapter 7.  Simply: God wanted the credit for Gideon's victory. 

 

In his first letter to the church at Corinth, Paul writes, "God hath chosen the weak things of the 

world to confound the things which are mighty." (1 Cor. 1: 27b)  Then in verse 29, he explains 

why:  "That no flesh should glory in His presence."  Again, God expects to receive credit for 

what He does. 

 

Today, the Sons of Confederate Veterans face many challenges.  We are challenged to recruit 
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and retain members.  Something that should be a priority to each of us.  We are challenged to 

carry out the Charge delivered to us by General S.D. Lee over a hundred years ago, which 

should be our defining characteristic.  And this we will do.  But like Gideon, we are confronted 

by great hordes of oppressors. 

 

There are many who would tarnish the memory of our brave and noble Confederate fathers and 

deny them their honor, and who would reduce our proud Southern heritage to a legacy of 

shame.  And perhaps as Gideon, we may wonder how we can be successful against the 

determined forces that beset us.  But, we can succeed if we put our faith and trust in God, and 

seek His guidance and direction. 

 

However, as God gives us strength, direction, and success, we must remember why we succeed.   

We must remember who gets the credit.  In doing so we will prevail against our enemies, and 

say, as Paul said to the church in 1 Corinthians 15: 27: 

 

"Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory..." 

 

Dr. Len Patterson (Thd), Chaplain 

 

 

From the Editors’ desk 

Compatriots, 

I felt we should start this edition of the ATM newsletter off with the Chaplain’s Corner.  I hope 

you agree with me. 

 

Much has taken place over the past few months – a lot of good in the ATM.  Commander 

Norred has really put us on the right track.  With his continued service, and as your 

Commander in Chief, we will be led as Gen. Forrest would lead. 

 

We all look at issues a little different and feel some issues are more important than others, but 

we must work together to make all issues workable and make all members feel just as 

important as the next. 

 

One of the keys to retention is that all members are treated as they are important.  Not just 

treated as they are important, they must know they are important. 

 

See you at the ATM meeting in Abilene in November. 

                                                                                         Gary Ayres 

 

 

 

 

Candidate Announcement for the Office of Commander  

Army of the Trans-Mississippi Dept. 

Sons of Confederate Veterans: 

Compatriots of the ATM, 
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During the months preceding and following the National Sons of Confederate Veterans 

Convention in Mobile, Alabama, I was approached by several different groups and asked if I 

would be willing to run for the office of Commander of the ATM. 

I have been a member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans for over 17 years.  I love this 

organization with all my heart and I believe that we need the right type of leadership in 

place to lead us into the future.  We must have the determination and reserve not to let our 

great organization die, but to build it back up and keep going for the future.  That was how 

our ancestors were.  They had the faith to see that whatever happened to them during the 

course war they could make it through.  The Confederacy was one of the most blessed faith 

based countries in history.  During the times that we have been through during the past few 

years, we must pledge ourselves to be like them. 

With this being said I would like to pledge myself to the members of the confederation by 

offering my name as a candidate for the office of Commander of the Army of the Trans-

Mississippi Department, Sons of Confederate Veterans.  The time is past due for us to act 

for ourselves and quit allowing the media and the educational establishment to do our 

thinking and the teaching of our children a false history of our South. It is time to take up 

afresh the cause of the Dixie.  I appeal to you to consider the consequences of the War for 

Southern Independence.  The defeat of the South spelled the defeat of liberty in this land.  If 

you long for southern values, legislative integrity, limited government, and true freedom 

under law – then you agree with me that the South was Right! 

Alexander Stephens, in speaking about the future for this nation and the consequences of 

the Reconstruction policies, once said that the only hope for our country was that the 

people would one day realize what had happened to them as a result of this war and that a 

cry would go up akin to that which filled the land prior to the first War of Independence 

(the cry then was “The cause of Boston is the cause of us all”)  Now, said Stephens, the only 

hope left for the preservation and maintenance on this continent is that another cry shall 

hereafter be raised and go forth from hill-top to valley, from the Coast to the Lakes, from 

the Atlantic to the Pacific:  “The Cause of the south is the Cause of us all!” 

I kindly ask for your support and as n the past I look forward to working with each of you in 

the future.  Let us build up the ATM and make it the beacon for all the others to look up to.  

We can maintain it that way by keeping the guidelines set forth to us in the “Charge” by 

General S. D. Lee. 

God Bless our Ancestors 

God Bless the Sons of Confederate Veterans 

And God Bless the South. 

 

Milton Todd Owens 

Commander 

Louisiana Division 

Sons of confederate Veterans 

“I am prepared to fight them until hell freezes over, then Sir, I will fight them on the ice” 
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Confederate Ram Albemarle, 1864 

 

 

  

Gary Ayres, ATM Cmdr Candidate     Chuck Norred, CIC Candidate 

 

“Two Years to Eternity” 

“2008” 

Chuck Norred’s Platform 

For the Position of Commander In Chief 

Of the Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 

On my desk at school, I have a book called “Those Damn Red Flags.” It discus’s the 

bravery of so many men who carried our colors and those who would pick up the flag 

and carry it on during battles. Sometimes up to 14 brave men would be shot down 

carrying our banner for the Confederate Soldier to rally around.  So many brave men 

sacrificed so much for a cause they believed right.  

 

We are the “Sons of Confederate Veterans!” We are the sons and grandsons of the 

Confederate Veteran who gave their all and who made sacrifices so many seem to 

forget during this day and age. Stephen D. Lee stipulates in his “Charge” that the 

Sons of Confederate Veterans submit the vindication of the cause for which they 

fought, to our strength will be given the Defense of the Confederate Soldier’s good 
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name, the guardianship of his history, the emulations of his virtues, the perpetuation 

of the principles he loved and which made him glorious and which we also cherish. 

Remember, it is OUR duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to 

future generations.  

 

It is our duty that we, the Sons of Confederate Veterans bring back to life the “real 

story” of our fathers and grandfathers beliefs so that the entire world will know that 

the Confederate Soldier was a true hero. Yes, a true American Hero!  

 

I am reaching out to you “Sons of Confederate Veterans” to rally around our 

Confederate Flag, our Battle Flag.  That we all join together in one great effort to 

march through this country of ours to teach the true story and history to our 

members and our fellow countrymen. One more great effort to try and accomplish 

some very needed goals and objectives that we should place before us in a plan of 

action! I plan to stay extra days in Concord, 2008. I plan to sit with many of my 

Compatriots following our 2008 Reunion to discuss and formulate goals and 

objectives and an action plan to accomplish them.  

 

It will be a time that we should place aside any personal differences and become the 

power we can certainly become.  It will be a time when we can pray to our Lord Jesus 

that we can bring from within ourselves the energy it will take to accomplish a great 

task set before us. 

 

The future of the “Sons of Confederate Veterans” is at stake. We can continue to spin 

our wheels and diminish as an organization in playing only defensive efforts or we 

can stand together and make our voice heard that the SCV is the most worth while 

organization known to man. It is a must that we grow and retain our membership. It 

is necessary that we honor our ancestors in a way that might draw many of her lost 

sons of the South back within her bosom.  It is a must that we not turn on one 

another and chastise each other for having different personalities or beliefs. We are 

all brothers in this battle to retain our ancestors History & Heritage. It is a must that 

we all join and become a single force! Let us bring back to our SCV the Honor and 

Dignity it deserves. 

 

The past few months I have watched the computer exhibit the thoughts and ideas of 

many men. Gentlemen, we can use the computer in a deadly way or we can use it in 

a positive way. I call out to you, “Let us use the computer in a positive way.” Our 

Lists can be so important to the future and especially the growth of the SCV. I have 

turned to the DISPATCH, the SOUTHERN HERALD, and BUTTERNUT NEWS so 

many times asking for help and I have always received it. There are so many men 

with great intelligence connected with our lists. Let us continue to use them 

productively and use them as tools in a positive fashion. Our computers can be great 

recruiting tools! Let us use them as recruiting tools. 

 

I hope that you remember these words. “I plan to stay in Concord a few extra days 

after the Reunion.” There is so much to do and plan for and if I am fortunate enough 

to win this race, I do not want to wait a month to get anything done! We need to 

develop our goals right away and begin the action plan right away! I also plan to 

return to Elm Springs to gather information about the organization. I want to know 
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exactly what our assets and investments are. We all need to make sure we are 

making good business decisions in the handling of our money. Not that I am a 

businessman but I will do my best to understand and I know I can depend on Ben 

Sewell to help me with this train of thought. We need to evaluate all committees, our 

website, our magazine, employees and staff. We have good people so let’s make sure 

they are all in place and determine what works best for us to become the organization 

we want to become.  

 

There are many issues we must face. Over the past few months, I have observed 

concerns with:  

 

   1- Communication within the SCV, (We all need to keep open the different lines of 

communication. The Commander In Chief or any National Officer should be there for 

each member. There should be NO hidden agendas. Everything should be thrown out 

on the table for every rank and file member as well as for our officers.) 

 

   2- Different voting methods, (Yep, this is something that deserves a great deal of 

merit. Every member should have the opportunity to vote for his leadership.) 

 

   3- Membership retention, (We need to keep a fire lit under each of our members so 

that each and every member know that they are important to this organization.) 

 

   4- Failing Camps, (let us take a good look at what Commander Denne Sweeney had 

for the Texas Division! I think we can make it work Nationally also.)  

 

   5- Discipline, (The SCV needs to draw a line at some point and say, “Hey, maybe we 

all can contribute to this organization somehow.”  We just cannot keep throwing 

people out because their personality is different or they have different beliefs. We are 

all brothers in the same fight. We openly expose ourselves in light to the remainder of 

the community doing this. How can we recruit new membership with this negative in-

fighting going on? We all need to find a way to work together in a positive fashion. We 

can do this wearing a tie or if we chose not to wear a tie. Nobody should point fingers 

at another member in hate! If you are doing that, it is time to stop.) 

 

6- Preservation of graves and monuments, (As you have heard me say before, one 

program, one leader & Believer of that program with plenty of assistants to do the 

work. The entire membership must give in to this idea. We need one Graves 

Registration program with the right man.) 

 

Let’s face them all hard and quick. Please know that I am a believer that the SCV 

should be the place to find anything and everything Confederate. We should be the 

caretakers of anything and everything Confederate. An all out effort should be made 

to find and document all Confederate materials; one person cannot do this. It has to 

be a combined effort with every member of this organization. We should have on 

record at SCV HQ all documentation of UCV records, all Confederate gravesites and 

monuments together with pictures.  Two years ago, many of you will remember when 

I mentioned that the SCV needs a museum, a working library, and a warehouse for 

storage. We could accomplish such a dream and have it placed at our HQ on Elm 

Springs property. Would it not be nice to leave something to the SCV in the name of 

your family at the SCV’s very own museum?  



                                                                                                                                            7             

 

 

Another idea I have talked to some folks about would be to produce an insurance 

plan for all members that would not only leave a few dollars for your family but also 

for your beloved organization. I hope to have a plan to present to you in the very near 

future if our membership desires such.  The SCV must be in your heart to truly feel 

the way our fathers would have us feel.   

 

I ask you to please consider your support and vote for me, Chuck Norred  

as Commander In Chief in 2008 in Concord, North Carolina.  

 

“God Bless our Southland” 

Brought to you by the Election Team to elect Chuck Norred for Commander in Chief 

http://norred4cic.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CIC Denne Sweeney greeted by Col. Coffee Camp Commander Gary Ayres at their 2006 Confederate 

Heritage Dinner 

 

 

Platform of the Army of the Trans-Mississippi 

(ATM) Commander Candidate 

 Gary Ayres  
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Introduction  

The Army of the Trans-Mississippi is the largest Army in area, and it can be the largest Army in 

membership! Many Southern families moved West after the War for Southern Independence. 

Additionally, there was yet another great influx of Southerners during the struggles of the 

Great Depression. Finally, there are those of us who constitute the great body of descendants of 

those who were living, fighting, and giving their very lives within the territory that makes up 

the present ATM. In short, our region is literally packed with Confederate descendants, and has 

the potential to be the largest in SCV membership in the entire Confederation!  

It is my unshakable conviction that the future of the Sons of Confederate Veterans in general 

and the Army of the Trans-Mississippi in particular, rests upon an absolute commitment, by 

every member to carry out the "The Charge" given us at the outset of our organization by Lt. 

Gen. Stephen Dill Lee. Accordingly, as your ATM Commander I will seek to direct all of our 

efforts and resources toward projects and goals that advance "The Charge."  

I. The Key Areas of Focus  

As an SCV member and camp commander, I have spoken to a small army of our members over 

the years. Overwhelmingly, the three most discussed areas of concern are:  

1. Identifying, placing stones upon, and caring for the graves of our honoured Confederate 

dead. Without question, attending to the resting places of our ancestors is a duty of any 

"Charge" keeping member of this organization. As your ATM Commander, I will seek to 

continue and attempt to increase the efforts of Commander Norred by seeking out lost 

or neglected resting places, place stones upon them, and attend to the maintenance of 

gravesites already within the scope of our efforts. 

2. Education is also clearly mandated by "The Charge." Moreover, it is a necessary activity 

of our organization if we are going to grow and thrive beyond the present generation of 

members. As your ATM Commander, I will encourage existing educational programs 

and seek to start new ones. Again, the importance of reaching out to our youth cannot be 

overstated! 

3. Another area of supreme importance to our organization is to advance an awareness, 

appreciation for our Southern, and Confederate Heritage. It is critical that we as SCV 

members not only honour our heritage, but also present a positive and historically 

correct understanding of why the Southern soldier took up the rifle. As your ATM 

Commander, heritage awareness and advancement will be a priority project. Members 

will be encouraged and assisted in every way possible in carrying out this essential duty. 

II. Specific Steps Toward Positive Action  

1. As your ATM Commander, I will discourage petty infighting, and encourage our 

members to harness their energy toward the positive work of building the organization. 

A positive forward-thinking leadership helps make for a like-minded membership. 

2. As your ATM Commander, I will encourage every member to cast from his mind and 

strike from his vocabulary the word "defence." If our organization is to achieve the 

mission of "The Charge," we must start thinking in terms of an offensive approach! We 

are not answering silly and historically baseless charges against our ancestors and our 


